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Introduction to the Principles &
Elements of Design

Principles of Design

Elements of D

Visual Communication

In most careers, individuals will be required to
use technology to communicate effectively

presentations
publications
marketing

online communications




Good Design Is As Easy

as 1-2-

1. Learn the principles.

Good design

is as easy as ...

Liarm tha princisies
Pacognize whan you s not using them

Agply the

Arrangement of Form & Space




BASIC DESIGN PRINCIPLES

elements in agree t « appear to belong together

Unity in design exists when
all elements are in
agreement

Unity exists when design

elements look like they
belong together

Proximity
Similarity
Repetition







state of ali thin a composition

balance

Elements are visually equivalent on both sides of a
composition ¢ evenly distributed around a central,
vertical or horizontal axis

Elements of differing size, shape, tone are arranged
in a composition in a way that balance each others
visual weight

balance

dynamic

AUTHORITY

LIBRARIAN




balance

beba | &

https://www.canva.com/

balance

WHAT ASPIRINDNEW AND SEASONED

PROFESSIONALS BRINGTOTHE TABLE

dominance | emphasis

order of i




hierarchy

The varying degrees of emphasis
in a composition

Dominant

(focal point)

Sub-dominant

(middle ground - secondary)
rdinate

Sul
(background — least visual weight)

dominance or emphasis
in a design can be created
with the use of:

Contrast

Placement

Proportion

emphasis | hierarchy
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emphasis | hierarchy
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emphasis | hierarchy

http://www.stocklayouts.com/




Communicate

(don’t just decorate)

* Build a user’s per
* Control the

* Help organize the information and help create a hierarchy
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MEANS:
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Festore

hitp/finkbotds

Monochromatic Analogous

Complementary Split-Complementary  Double-Complementary

Ford, Janet L

Complementary
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;I'ITI.E HERE:

https://color.adobe.com

Color Resources

Adobe Color CC

COLOURIovers

Color Hunter

Pinterest

Design Seeds




In visual communication we can treat

type as a design element

In visual communication we can treat

type as a design element

Things I've Learned

FROM CAR GUYS
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Dreid Sans FF Meta

1 n I

Avenir Henton Saz ms




type
14 typography crimes to stop committing

Turducken sausage Marshmallow cake.
WLATLOM CATHND ROUND MATRALL L
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Nhetical bnformation
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Type Resources

Sou rc?es Uswal d

Baskerville
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your kids
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images

Image / Texture

Calsbrate

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK =5is

Image / Texture
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http://www.tgclb.org/

Image / Texture

http://mww.tgclb.org/
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Image Editing / Creation Tools

Designers

Top Tips

[ -
14

Outsource Solutions

Stock Images

Conclusion
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Questions?

Rebecca Hall (rjhall
Web Development & Marketing Director
UW-Milwaukee, School of Information Studies
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